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Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001, Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Road, Pretoria, 0002 Tel: 27 12 399 9000, Fax: +27 86 625 1042

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2698/AM2
Enquiries: Ms Thulisile Nyalunga
Telephone: (012) 399 9405 E-mail: tnyalunga@dffe.gov.za

Mr Simon Haw

Naos Solar PV Project One (RF) (Pty} Ltd
2D Nautica Building

The Water Club, Granger Bay

Beach Road

CAPE TOWN

8005

Telephone Number: 021-421-9764
Email Address: naos@solagroup.co.za

PER MAIL / EMAIL
Dear Mr Haw

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 04 MAY 2023 FOR THE NAOS
SOLAR PV PROJECT ONE NEAR VILJOENSKROON IN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY,
FEZILE DABI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

The Environmental Authorisation {EA) issued for the abovementioned application by this Department on
04 May 2023, your application for an amendment of the EA received by this Department on 20 June 2025,
the acknowledgement letter dated 09 July 2025, refer.

Based on a review of the reason for requesting an amendment to the above EA, this Department, in terms
of Chapter 5 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 as amended, has decided to amend
the EA dated 04 May 2023 as follows:

Amendment 1: Correction of the project email address on page 2 of the EA Amendment 1:

From:
nais@solagroup.co.za

To:
naos@solagroup.co.za
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The processing of persanal information by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment is done lawfully and not excessive fo the
purpose of processing in compliance with the POPI Act, any codes of cenduct issued by the Information Regulater in terms of the POPI Act and / or
relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards for the processing of personal information of others.
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DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2698/AM2
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 04 MAY 2023 FCR THE NAQS SOLAR PY PRQJECT ONE NEAR
VILJOENSKROON IN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FEZILE DABI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

Amendment 2: Update to the coordinates of the facility area, BESS and on-site substation on page 8

of the EA Amendment 1

From:

300 MW Naos Solar PV Project One

Project Site (development
footprint of 550ha).

Longitude

26° 56' 33.016" S

26° 56' 34.638" S

26° 56 47.804" S
26° 56'50.147" S
26° 58 33.953" S
26° 58 37.378" S

| 26°51'36323'E

Latitude

26° 51'39.153'
26° 52 48.097" E
26° 52'52.343' E
26° 51'37.923'
26° 51'43.181"E

26° 58'44.768" S

26°51'37.718"E

26° 58'53.419" S

26° 51' 36.098" E

26° 58'56.124" S

26° 59'4.957" S

W=z =r ([ XN~=—Tonmogomz

attery Energy Storage Systém

26° 59'10.725" S
26° 59'9.461" S

26° 58' 53.959" S
26° 58' 36.655" S

26° 52'4.616"E

26°52'23.019"E
26° 52 18.974"E
26° 51" 30.835" E

26° 51" 22.142'E
26° 51' 20.327" E

26° 58' 29.954" S
26° 58' 31.927" S
26° 58'30.380" S

26° 58' 32.363" S

n-site Substation (IPP)

26° 58' 22.085" S
26° 58' 26.312" S
26° 58 25.967" S

26° 51" 24.114"E
26° 51' 23.859' E

. 26°51'28.217"E

26° 51' 27.962" E

26° 51'22610"E
26° 51" 22.193" E

26° 51' 28.496" E

26° 58'22.740" S

26° 51" 28.914"E

n-site Substation (Eskom)

oloao|ooe|oslwr—~

sl Tl e

26° 58' 25.541" S
26° 58 28.771" S
26° 58' 26.290" S
26° 58 29.520" S

26° 51' 21.254" E
26° 51' 20.855' E
26° 51'28.458' £

26° 51' 28.059" E

|5

| 300 MW Naos Solar PV Project One

Project Site
(development footprint

. of 550ha).

Longitude

A o | 26°56'35.93'S

B | 26°56'35.94'S
C 26°56'42.63'S

Latitude

26°51'35.82°E

26°51'44 88"

Batho pele- putting people first

26°5221.17"E



DFFE Reference: 14112/16/3/3/1/2698/AM?2

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHCRISATION ISSUED ON 04 MAY 2023 FOR THE NAOS SOLAR PY PROJECT ONE NEAR

VILJOENSKROON IN THE MCQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FEZILE DABI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PRGVINCE

" Number of inverters required

' Area occupied by inverter/ transformer

stations/ substations.

D B 26°57'5.93"S 26°52'19.48'E
E 26°57'9.84'S 26°52'16.75'E
F 26°57'20.89"S 26°52'19.32'E
G 26°57'24.64"S 26°52'26.81'E
H 26°57'56.63"S 26°52'3.72'E
| B o 26°57'56.77"S | 26°524.17T'E
& | 26°58'33.86'S 26°51'37 59'E
K | 26°58'37.23'S 26°51'43.36"E
L | 26°568'44 42"S 26°51'37.98'E
M | 26°5851.20'S 26°51'36.51'E
N | 26°5852.19"S 26°51'24.08'E
0 - | 26°58'40.20"S 26°51'23.04'E
P | 26°58'34.69"S 26°51'23.04'E
Q 26°58'29.66"S 26°51'23.78'E
R 26°58'30.14"S 26°51'28 54'E
S - 26°58'22.74"'S 26°51'29.50"E
T | 26°58721.99"S 26°51'22.24'E
Battery Energy Storage System
1 26°58'26.85"S 26°51'29.33"E
2 26°58'26.86"S 26°51'42.34'E
3 26°58'28.89"S 26°51'40.88'E
4 | 26°58'28.88"S 26°51'29.33"E
On-site Substation (IPP)
a 26°58'22.03"S 26°51'22.12'E
b | 26°58722.75"S 26°51'28.95'E
- c 26°58'26.14"S 26°51'28.52"E
d ~ 26°58'2542'S 26°51'21.70'E
On-site Substation (Eskom) n
f 26°58'25.42"S | 26°5121.70"E
c | 26°58'26.14"S | 26°51'28.52'E
d 26°58'29.53"S o | 26°51'28.09"E
e 26°58'28.81'S | 26°5121.26'E
From
Component Description/ Dimensions
Height of PV panels Upto3m
Area of PV Array Naos Solar PV Project One; up to 550 ha

(Development Footprint)
Number of String inverters: up to 1500. Number of
| Central inverters: up to 90.

String inverters (per item}): 1m?

Central Inverters (per item}. 20 m?

Transformers (per item): 20 m2 {included in the on-

Batho pele- putting people first

site substation)

On-site Substation {IPP); up to 50 000 m?2
On-site Substation (Eskom: up to 60 000 m?



DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2698/AM2

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION SSUED ON 04 MAY 2023 FOR THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT ONE NEAR
YILJOENSKROON IN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FEZILE DABI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS

| Export capacity

Capacity of the an-site substation {IPP)

| Capacity of the on-site substation (Eskom)

| Capacity of the power line
Area occupied by both permanent and
construction laydown areas
Area occupied by buildings

' Length of internal roads
' Width of internal roads

' Length_of internal Eower lines to connect the
' collector substations
 Height of fencing

To

| Component

Approximately 6 ha
4.5 GWh
Per Container: Height: 2.896 m Volume: 42.772 m?
Per Project:

- Volume: 12,489.424 m?
300MW

| 33kV/132kV
33kV/ 132kV
33kV/ 132kV

Approximately 10ha.

Operations & Maintenance Building / Office (~1 ha).
Switch gear and relay room (~800 m2).
Staff lockers and changing room {~200 m2).

| Security control (~60 m?)

| up to 50 km

| up to 12m

| Naos Solar PV Project One: up to 6km.

j Approximately 3 meters

Description/ Dimensions

| Height of PV panels
Area of PV Array

' Number of inverters required

' Area occupied by inverter/ transformer
stations/ substations.

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS

Export capacity B -
Capacity of the on-site substation (IPP)

: Capacity of the on-site substation (Eskom}

| Capacity of the power line
Area occupied by both permanent and
construction laydown areas

Bathe pele- putting people first

Naos Solar PV Project One; up to 430 ha

. |Development Footorint)
Number of String inverters: up to 1500. Number of
Central inverters: up to 90.

String inverters (per item): 1m?
Central inverters (per item): 20 m?
Transformers (per item): 20 m2{included in the on-
site substation)
On-site substation (IPP): Up to 50 000 m?
| On site Substation (Eskom|: up to 60 000 mZ
Approximately 6ha
4.7GWh
Per container: Height 2.896m
Volume: 42.799m3
Per project:
| Volume: 61,200.00m?
| 300MW
| 33kV/ 132kV
| 33kV/ 132KV
| 33KV/ 132k
Approximately 10ha.




DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2698/AM2
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED CN 04 MAY 2023 FOR THE NACS SOLAR PV PRCJECT ONE NEAR
VILJOENSKROOCN IN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FEZILE DABI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINGE

Length of internal roads
' Width of internal roads
' Length of internal power lines to connect the

Area occupied by buildings

Operations & Maintenance Building/ Office (~1ha)

e Switch gear and relay room (~800m2)
e Staff lockers and changing room (~200m2)
o Security control {(~60m2)

e Warehouse Area (~1hal
up to 50 km

upto 12m

. collector substations

Heiaht of fencing

' Naos Solar PV Project One: up to 6km.

_' Approximately 3 meters

Amendment 3: Update development area footprint on page 5, 8 & 9 EA Amendment 1:

From
up to 550ha

To
up to 43Cha

From:

" Activity number

| Activity description

Listing Notice 1, ltem 28(ii)

“Residential, mixed, retail, commercial, industrial or
institutional developments where such land was
used for “agriculture, game farming, equestrian
purposes or afforestation on or after 01 April 1998
and where such development:

(ii) will occur outside an urban area, where the total |
land to be developed is biguer than 1 hectare.”

| Listing Notice 2 ltem 15

“The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or more of
indigenous vegetation.”

| will be up to 550 hectares.

The portions of the affected property have been
used for grazing and crop production and the
property will be re-zoned to "special” use for the
proposed development. The development footprint
of the Naos Solar PV Project One will be up to 550
hectares in extent.

The site falls within the Vaal-Vet Sandy Grassland
which is described by Mucina and Rutherford (2006)
as ‘endangered and vulnerable’. The portions of the
site have not been lawfully disturbed during the
preceding ten years; therefore, more than 20
hectares of indigenous vegetation will be removed.
The development footprint of the solar power plant

Listing Notice 3

Listing Notice 3 tem 12:

“The clearance of an area of 300 square metres or
more of indigenous vegetation.

(b) in the Free State-

(iy within any critically endangered or endangered
ecosystem listed in terms of section 52 of the
NEMBA or prior to the publication of such a list,

within an area that has been identified as criticaily |

Batho pele- putting psople first

The site is located within the Vaal-Vet Sandy
Grassland and the Rand Highland Grassland
vegetation types which are described by Mucina
and Rutherford (2006) respectively as ‘endangered’
and ‘vulnerable’. The development footprint of the
solar power plant will be up to 550 hectares.



DFFE Reference: 14/12116/3/3/1/2688/AM2

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED GN 04 MAY 2023 FOR THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT ONE NEAR
VILJOENSKROON IN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FEZILE DABI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PRGVINCE

endangered in the National Spatial Biodiversity
Assessment 2004,

(i) within critical biodiversity areas identified in
bioregional plans, and

{iv) areas within a watercourse or wetland; or within
100 metres from the edge of watercourse or
wetland.”

To

| Activity number

| Activity description

| Furthermore, a portion of the site and development

area is located within a CBA1 as identified in the
Free State 2015 Biodiversity Plan. An exorheic
depression wetland (artificial dam) is located within
the site and the development footprint of the Naos
Solar PV Project One.

Listing Notice 1, Item 28(ii

“‘Residential, mixed, retail, commercial, industrial or

institutional developments where such land was

used for agriculture, game farming, equestrian

purposes or afforestation on or after 01 April 1998

and where such development:

(ii) will occur outside an urban area, where the fotal
' land to be developed is bigger than 1 hectare.”

Listing Notice 2. ltem 15:

“The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or more of

indigenous vegetation.”

 Listing Notice 3 B

The portions of the affected property have been
used for grazing and crop production and the
property will be re-zoned to “special” use for the
proposed development. The development footprint
of the Naos Solar PV Project One will be up to 430
hectares in extent

The site falls within the Vaal-Vet Sandy Grassland
which is described by Mucina and Rutherford (2006)
as ‘endangered and vulnerable’. The portions of the
site have not been lawfully disturbed during the
preceding ten years; therefore, more than 20
hectares of indigenous vegetation will be removed.
The development footprint of the solar power plant
will be up to 430 hectares.

Listing Notice 3. ltem 12:
“The clearance of an area of 300 square metres or
more of indigenous vegetation.

(b) in the Free State-

(i) within any critically endangered or endangered
ecosystem listed in terms of section 52 of the
NEMBA or prior to the publication of such a list,
within an area that has been identified as critically
endangered in the National Spatial Biodiversity
Assessment 2004,

(i) within critical biodiversity areas identified in
bioregional plans, and

(iv) areas within a watercourse or wetland; or within
100 metres from the edge of watercourse or
wetland.”

Batho pele- putting people first

The site is located within the Vaal-Vet Sandy
Grassland which is described by Mucina and
Rutherford  (2006) as ‘endangered and
vulnerable’.The development footprint of the solar
power plant will be up to 430 hectares.

Furthermore, a portion of the site and development
area is located within a CBA 1 as identified in the
Free State 2015 Biodiversity Plan. An exorheic
depression wetland {artificial dam) is located within
the site and the development footprint of the Naos
Solar PV Project One.



DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2698/AM2
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATICN ISSUED CN 04 MAY 2023 FOR THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT ONE NEAR
VILJOENSKROON (N THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FEZILE DARI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

Amendment 4: Update of the Project Layout map to show reduced development area on page 21 of
the EA

The layout plan is hereby amended to the layout plan under Appendix 10 Layout Map 1, drawing number
NAOS1-1.1 Revision Number P2 dated 27.05.25.

Reason for amendments

The above amendments have arisen as a result of optimised engineering design and landowner requests,
which require a reduced development area that falls within an area that has already been assessed. The
amendments will ensure the correctness of the EA for Financial Close. As part of the Financial Close process,
which is underway, it is important that all project information and documentation is correct, which includes
the EA depicting the co-ordinates and facility layout.

BESS output: BESS output needs to increase following further engineering assessments undertaken in
preparation of reaching Financial Close of the project. Although the volume has increased, the physical
footprint and AC output of the BESS have not changed from what was originally authorised. The volume is
based on the supplier of the BESS and how the contained BESS is compiled off-site. BESS AC output is not
a specified listed activity, and the footprint falls within the approved and assessed total layout of 430 hectares.

Warehouse Area: Following further engineering investigations, an additional warehouse is needed. The
Warehouse area will fall within the approved and assessed total layout of 430 hectares. Thus, having no
bearing on the overall listed activities or scope of the development.

This amendment letter must be read in conjunction with the EA dated 04 May 2023.

In terms of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, 2000 (Act No. 3 of 2000), you are entitled to the right
to fair, lawful and reasonable administrative action; and to written reasons for administrative action that
affects you negatively. Further your attention is drawn to the provisions of the Protection of Personal
Information Act, 2013 (Act No. 4 of 2013) which stipulates that the Department should conduct itself in a
responsible manner when collecting, processing, storing and sharing an individual or another entity's
personal information by holding the Department accountable should the Depariment abuse or compromise
your personal information in any way.

In terms of Regulation 4(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended (the
FIA Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing and
within fourteen (14) days of the date of the decision, of the Department’s decision as well as the provisions
regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the Regulations.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 2 of the National Environmentat Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998
National Appeal Regulations published under Government Notice R 5985 in Government Gazette No. 52269
dated 13 March 2025 (National Appeal Regulations, 2025), which prescribes the appeal procedure to be
followed. Kindly include a copy of this document (National Appeal Regulations, 2025) with the letter of
notification to interested and affected parties in this matter.

Should any person wish to lodge an appeal against this decision, he/she must submit the appeal to the appeal

administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the applicant, any registered interested and affected party, and
any organ of state with interest in the matter within twenty (20} days from the date that the notification of the

Batho pele- putting people first



DFFE Reference: 1412/16/3/3/1/2698/AM2
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 04 MAY 2023 FOR THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT ONE NEAR
VILJOENSKROON IN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FEZILE DABI DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE FROVINCE

decision was sent to the registered interested and affected parties by the applicant; or the date that the
notification of the decision was sent to the applicant by the Department, whichever is applicable.

Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to:
The Director: Appeals and Legal Review of this Department at the below mentioned addresses:

By email;  appeals@dffe.gov.za
By hand:

Environment House

473 Steve Biko Road

Arcadia

PRETORIA

0083 or

By post:

Private Bag X447
PRETORIA

0001

Please note that in terms of Section 43(7) of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of
1998, as amended, the lodging of an appeal wilt suspend the environmental authorisation or any provision
or condition attached thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged, you may not commence with the
activity untif such time that the appeal is finalised.

To obtain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit the
Department’s website at htips://www.dffe.gov.za/documents/forms#legal authorisations or request a copy of
the documents at appeals@dffe.gov.za.

Yours faithfully

Dr Sabelo lazb
Chief Diregtor: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Departmer orestry, Fisheries and the Environment

Date: 93/ o

Batho pele- putting people first
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