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Private Bag X447, Preloria, 0001, Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Road, Pretoria, 0002 Tel: +27 12 389 9000, Fax: +27 86 625 1042

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2705/AM1
Enquiries: Ms Trisha Pillay
Telephone: (012) 399 9406 E-mail: TPillay@dffe.gov.za

Mr Simon Haw

Naos Solar PV Project Three (RF) (Pty) Ltd
2D Nautica

The Water Club

Beach Road

GRANGER BAY

8005

Telephone Number:  (021) 421 9764
Email address: naos@solagroup.co.za

PER E-MAIL
Dear Mr Haw

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023 FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON, WITHIN THE
MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

The Environmental Authorisation (EA) issued for the abovementioned application by this Department on
09 May 2023, your application for an amendment of the EA received by this Department on 26 June 2024, the
acknowledgement letter dated 02 July 2024, the draft Motivation Report received by this Department on 26 June
2024, the comments on the draft Motivation Report issued by this Department on 25 July 2024 and the final
Motivation Report received by this Department on 14 August 2024, refer.

Based on a review of the reason for requesting an amendment fo the above EA, this Department, in terms of
Chapter 5 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 as amended, has decided fo amend the
EA dated 09 May 2023 as follows:

Amendment 1: Amendment to change the holder of the EA and its contact details

From:

Mr Dom Wills

Naos Solar PV Project Two (Pty) Ltd

2D Nattica
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The processing of personal information by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries ard the Environment is done lawfully and not excessive to the
purpose of processing in compliance with the POPI Acl, any codes of conduct issued by the Information Regulator in terms of the POPI Actand / o
relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards for the processing of personal information of others. % J




1411216/3/3/1/2705/AM1
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATICN ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAOS
SOLAR PY PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON, WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

The Water Club
Beach Road
GRANGER BAY
8005

Telephone Number:  (021) 421 9764
Email Address: permits@sola.africa

To:

Mr Simon Haw

Naos Sofar PV Project Three (RF) (Ply) Ltd
2D Nautica

The Water Club

Beach Road

GRANGER BAY

8005

Telephone Number:  (021) 421 9764
Email address: naos@solagroup.co.za

Reason for amendment
The holder of the EA and the contact details of the holder of the EA have changed and this needs to be reflected
in the EA. The amendment is to ensure correctness of the EA for Financial Close.

Amendment 2: Amendment to add properties to the location of the activity

a) The location of the activity on paae 01 of the EA is hereby amended to include additional properties:

From:

Free State Province: Within Ward 22 of Moghaka Local Municipality on Portion 2 of the Farm Waterford No. 573,
near Viljoenskroon fown.

To:

Free State Province: Within Ward 22 of Moghaka Local Municipality on Portion 2 of the Farm Waterford No. 573,
Remaining Extent of the Farm Ciferviei No. 6. and Portion 1 La Reys Kraal Zuid No. 165, near Viljoenskroon
fown.

b) The 21 Diait Survevor General codes and property description on page 08 of the EA is hereby amended to
include additional properties and 21 Digit Surveyor General codes:

From:

21 Digit Surveyor General codes:
- Portion 2 of the Farm Waterford No. 573- FO3600000600057300002

Batho pele- putting people first
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141 2/16/3/3/1/2705/AM1

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAQS
SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON, WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

To:

21 Diait Survevor General codes:

- Portion 2 of the Farm Waterford No. 573- FO360000000005730000
- Remaining Extent of the Farm Cijferviei No. 6- FO3600000000000600000

- Portion 1 La Reys Kraaf Zuid No. 165- F03600000000016500

Reason for amendment

For efficiency purposes, substations (IPP and Eskom Portions) are shifting from previously authorised locations
to be located adjacent to each other. Substation footprint size has increased hased on Eskom requiring larger
substations to support the Naos Solar PV Projects as well as other energy generation facilities (i.e., in addition
to the Naos Solar PV Projects) connecting to the Mercury MTS.

Amendment 3: Amendment to the position of the infrastructure [i.e., coordinates) of the EA

The coordinates on paue 08 and pace 09 of the EA are hereby amended.

From:

| 200MW Naos Solar PV Project Two

| Pro;ect Site (development footprint of | Longitude Latitude |
| 300ha) | |
A | 26°57'57.19"S | 26°52'4.01"E
B . 26°58'33.96"S 26°51'37.74'E
C B 26°58'37.30"S 26°51'43.41'E
D 26°58'44.56'S 26°51'38.04'E
E - | 26°58'53.16'S | 26°51'36.24'E ]
F | 26°58'56.20"S | 26°52'4.47'E
G | 26°59'5.18"S | 26°52'23.02'E
H | 26°69'10.76"S | 26°51'30.18'E
/ | 26°59'9.62"S 26°5130.31'E
J 26°59'34.09'S 26°51'42.79'E
K 26°59'31.31"S 26°52'24.48'E -
L | 26°68'2.04"S | 26°52'23.00"E
| On-site Substation .
26°58'27.11"'S 26°51'43.50"E

- | 26°5833.78'S | 26°51'38.56'E B
26°58'38.13'S 26°51'46.02'E
| 26°58'31.52'S | 26°51'50.90'E
| 26°58'50.11"S 26°52'1.78'E
| 26°58'55.25'S 26°52'1.79'E
26°58'55.32"S 26°52'11.70'E B
26°58'50.05"S | 26°52'11.70°E

A
B
C
D
| Battery Energy Storage System
A
B
c
D
c

ollector Substation Option 1

- | 26°58'27.11"S 26°51'43,50'E
26°58'33.78"S 26°51'38.56'E
26°58'38.13"S 26°51'46.02'E |
26°58'31.52"S 26°51'50.90°E

Batho pele- putling people first
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1411216/3/311/2705/AM1

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHCRISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAOS
SOLAR PY PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON, WITHIN THE MCQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

To:

' 200MW Naos Solar PV Project Two

Project Site {development footprint_of ' Longitude
300ha)

Latitude

| 26°57'59.352"S

26°52'2.803"F

| 26°57'59.173"S

| 26°56'2.597"S

| 26°59'31.088" S

| 26°59'31.627"S

| 26°59'9.637" S

| 26°59'11.082" S

| 26°59'5.495" S

| 26° 58'56.302" S
26° 58' 53.056" S

| 26°58'44.946" S

‘*—~‘“‘|IICD nmo o ws
|

26°62'14.531"E

26°52'22.619"E

| 26°58'37.197" S

26° 58'33.772"S

26°52'24.636"E

26°51'41.755"E

| 26°51'31.040"E

| 26°52'18 570" E

| 26°52'23.020"E

| 26°52'4.617"E

| 26°51'36.100" E

| 26°51'37.922"E

| 26°61'43.384' €
| 26°51'37.924'E

UJ§""“><

attery Energy Storage System

| 1 1 26°58'28914"S
2 26°58 30.887" S
| 3 | 26°58'31.313"S
4 ) 26°58'29.340" S
| On-site Substation (IPP)

| 26° 58'21.661"S

26 58'21.9688" S

| 26°51'14.073"E

26°51"13.818"E

1 26°51'17.921"E

| 26°51'18.176"E

| 26°51'18.532"F

| 26°51'21.684"E

a

b

¢ 26 58'25.216" S
d | 26°58'24.888" S
On-site Substation (Eskom)

26° 58'24.793" S

26° 58'28.022" S

26°51'21.266" E

| 26°51"18.115"E

| 26°51' 14.050"E
| 26°51'13.651"F
| 26°51'21.254"E

e
g | 26°58 25541"S
h | 26°58'28.771"S

Reason for amendment

126°51'20.855"

The layout has been amended based on Eskom’s requirements, as well as refined engineering designs and
assessments, to ensure the effective operation of the Naos Solar PV Projects, which include Naos Solar PV
Project One, Naos Solar PV Project Two, and Naos Solar PV Project Three. For efficiency, substations (IPP and
Eskom Portions) are shifting from previously authorised locations to be located adjacent to each other.
Substation footprint size has increased based on Eskom requiring larger substations to support the Naos Solar
PV Projects as well as other energy generation facilities (i.e., in addition to the Naos Solar PV Projects)

connecting to the Mercury MTS.

Batho pele- putting psople first
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14112116/3/3/1/2706iAM1
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAQS
SOLAR PV PRGJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON, WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

Amendment 4: Amendment to change the specifications and footprint size in the EA

a) The list of associated infrastructure on page 09 and 10 of the EA are hereby amended:

From:

The associated infrastructure will include the folfowing:
o PV Panel Array.
Site clearing and preparation and Civil works.
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS).
Inverters.
Connection to the grid:
- On-site Facility Substation: up to 2000m?.
- Collector Substation: up to 25000m?-.
Electrical reticulation network — An internal electrical reticulation network will be required and will be lain
~2-4 m underground as far as practically possible.
Supporting Infrastructure — The following auxifiary buildings with basic services including water and
electricity will be required on site:
- Operations & Maintenance Buitding / Office (~2510m?;
Switch gear and relay room (~800m?);
Staff lockers and changing room (~200m?);
Security controf (~60m?),
Permanent Laydown Area (~7ha); and
Temporary batching plant.
Road (upgrading of existing road where is required), and
Fencing.

* & & O

To:

The associated infrastructure will include the folfowing
PV Panel Array.
Site clearing and preparation and civil works.
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) (~4.5 GWh)
Inverters [between panels or together in laydown areal
Connection to the grid
- On-site Substation (IPP); up to 50 000m?
- On-site Substation (Eskom): up to 60 000 m?
« Electrical reticulation network- An internal electrical reticulation network will be required and wilf be
fain ~1-4m underaround as far as practically possible.
Supporting Infrastructure — The following auxifiary buildings with basic services including water and
electricity will be required on site:
- QOperations & Maintenance Building / Office (~1 ha)
Switch gear and refay room (~800 m?).
Staff lockers and changing room (~200 nm?).
Security controf (~60 mé),
Permanent Laydown Area (~10 ha): and
Temporary batching plant
Road (upgrading of existing road where is required).
e fencing

Batho pele- putiing people first
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14/12/16/3/3/1/2705iAM1
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT QF THE NAQS
SCLAR PV PRCJECT TWC NEAR VILJCGENSKROON, WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINGE

b) The technical details of the PV Facility fable on page 10 and 11 of the EA are hereby amended:

From:

Technical details of the PV Facility

. Component . Description/ Dimensions o
| Height of PV panels . Up to 3 meters N
Area of PV Array | Naos Solar PV Project Two: up fo 300 ha
| (Develonment Footprint),
Number of inverters required Number of String inverters: up to 1000

Number of Central inverters: up to 60
Area occupied by inverter/ transformer stations/ | String inverters (per item). 1m2.
substations. Central Inverters (per item): 20m2,
Transformers (per item): 20mZ (included in the on-site
substation).
On-site Facility Substation. up to 2000 m?
Collector Substation: up to 25000 m?

_ BESS: ~4.5%a.
. Export capacity 200MW

Capacity of the on-site substation | 33kV/ 132kV .
i Capacity of the collector substation | 33kV/132kV I
| Capacity of the power fine 33kV/ 132kV

Area occupied by both permanent and | Approximately 7ha.
construction laydown areas | |
Area occupied by buildings » Operations & Maintenance Building / Office
(~2510m?).
» Switch gear and relay room (~800m?.
o Staff lockers and changing room (~200m?.
| e Security control [~60m”
Length of intemal roads up to 16km

 Width of internal roads ' up to 12m

Length of intemal power lines to connect the ' Naos Solar PY Project Two: up fo 4km.
. colfector substations |

Grid connection corridor width ' 200m. |
" Grid connection corridor length- for main power- Power Line Alternative 1B (technically preferred)- up
 line connecting fo the Mercury MTS.  to 8km. B B
| Power fine servitude width Up to 32m
' Height of fencing | Approximately 3 meters -
To:
Technical details of the PV Faciliy: _
. Component | Description/ Dimensions
| Height of PV panels - Upto3 meters .
Area of PV Array | Naos Solar PV Project Two: up to 300 ha
_ | (Development Footprint). !
| Number of inverters required - Number of String inverters: up to 1000

Batho pele- putting people first
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1411216/3/311/2705{AM1
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAQS
SOLAR PY PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON, WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

Number of Central inverters: up to 60

Area occupied by inverter/ transformer stations/ | String inverters (per item); 1m2,
substations. Central Inverters (per item). 20mZ,
Transformers (per item). 20m2 (included in the on-site
substation).
On-site Substation (IPPI; up to 50 000m?2.
On-site Substation (Eskom): up to 60 000m?

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Approximately 6ha
- 4.5GWh
| Export capacity 200MW B
| Capacity of the on-site substation (IPP) 33kV/ 132kV

Capacity of the on-site substation (Eskom) | 33kV/ 132kV

Capacity of the power fine 33kV/ 132KV

| Area occupied by both permanent and  Approximately 10ha.
| construction laydown areas B . ;
Area occupied by huildings o Operations & Maintenance Building / Office |
| (~1ha). |
o Swifch gear and refay room (~800m?).
o Staff lockers and changing room (~200m?),
o Security controf (~60m?,

" Length of internal roads | up to 50km
* Width of internal roads up to 12m

Length of internal power lines to connect the ' Naos Solar PV Project Two: up to 6km.
. collector substations

Grid connection corridor width - 200m.
" Grid connection corridor length- for main power | Power Line Alternative 1B (technically preferred)- up |
line connecting to the Mercury MTS. | to 8km. B
. Power line servitude width Up to 32m |
“Height of fencing " Approximately 3 meters |

Reason for amendment

The layout has been amended based on Eskom'’s requirements, as well as refined engineering designs and
assessments, to ensure the effective operation of the Naos Sofar PV Projects, which include Naos Solar PV
Project One, Naos Solar PV Project Two, and Naos Solar PV Project Three. For efficiency, substations (IPP and
Eskom Portions) are shifting from previously authorised locations to be located adjacent to each other.
Substation footprint size has increased based on Eskom requiring larger substations to support the Naos Solar
PV Projects as well as other energy generation facilities (i.e., in addition to the Naos Solar PV Projects)
connecting to the Mercury MTS.

Amendment 5: Amendment to specific conditions of the EA

Condition 13 on page 12 of the EA is hereby amended:

From:

“13. The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) "Appendix F” submitted as part of the BAR dated 13
March 2023 is approved and must be implemented and adhered to.”

Batho pele- putting people first
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14112/16/3/3/1/2705/AM1
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAOS
SOLAR PV PRCJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKRCON, WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

To:

“13. The Amended Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) “Appendix B” submitted as part of the Part
2 Amendment application dated 14 August 2024 is approved and replaces the previously approved EMPr and
must implemented and adhered to.”

Reason for amendment

The layout has been amended based on Eskom’s requirements, as well as refined engineering designs and
assessments, to ensure the effective operation of the Naos Solar PV Projects, which include Naos Solar PV
Project One, Naos Solar PV Project Two, and Naos Solar PV Project Three. For efficiency, substations (IPP and
Eskom Portions) are shifting from previously authorised locations to be located adjacent to each other.
Substation footprint size has increased based on Eskom requiring larger substations to support the Naos Solar
PV Projects as well as other energy generation facilities {i.e., in addition to the Naos Solar PV Projects)
connecting to the Mercury MTS. The EMPr was updated to consolidate repetition and incorporate potential
additional conditions associated with the updated layout, sensitivity maps, specialist recommendations, and
change in the EA holder. Section B of the Generic Substation and Transmission Powerline EMPrs were also
updated to reflect the EA holder and the updated project description. Section C of the Generic Substation and
Transmission Powerline EMPrs were also updated to reflect the new layout, specialist recommendations, and
sensitivity maps.

Amendment 6: Amendment to the layout plan

The layout plan is hereby amended to the layout plan under Appendix C-Maps, Map Ref No: A02 dated
18/06/2024.

Reason for amendment

The fayout has been amended based on Eskom’s requirements, as well as refined engineering designs and
assessments, to ensure the effective operation of the Naos Solar PV Projects, which include Naos Solar PV
Project One, Naos Solar PV Project Two, and Naos Solar PV Project Three. For efficiency, substations {IPP and
Eskom Portions) are shifting from previcusly authorised locations to be located adjacent to each other.
Substation footprint size has increased based on Eskom requiring larger substations to support the Naos Solar
PV Projects as well as other energy generation facilities (i.e., in addition to the Naos Solar PV Projects)
connecting to the Mercury MTS. The EMPr was updated to consolidate repetition and incorporate potential
additional conditions associated with the updated layout, sensitivity maps, specialist recommendations, and
change in the EA holder. Section B of the Generic Substation and Transmission Powerline EMPrs were also
updated to reflect the EA holder and the updated project description. Section C of the Generic Substation and
Transmission Powerline EMPrs were also updated to reflect the new layout, specialist recommendations, and
sensitivity maps.

This amendment letter must be read in conjunction with the EA dated 09 May 2023,

In terms of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, 2000 (Act No. 3 of 2000), you are entitled to the right to
fair, lawful and reasonable administrative action; and to written reasons for administrative action that affects you
negatively. Further your attention is drawn to the provisions of the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013
{Act No. 4 of 2013) which stipulates that the Department should conduct itself in a responsible manner when
collecting, processing, storing and sharing an individual or another entity's personal information by holding the
Department accountable should the Department abuses or compromises your personal information in any way.

Batho pele- putting people first
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141 216/3/3/1/2705/AM1
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAOS
SOLAR PV PROJECT TWQO NEAR VILJOENSKROON, WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

In terms of Regulation 4(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended (the EIA
Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing and within
fourteen (14) days of the date of the decision, of the Department's decision as well as the provisions regarding
the submission of appeals that are contained in the Regulations.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 2 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998)
National Appeal Regulations published under Government Notice R993 in Government Gazette No. 38303 dated
08 December 2014 (National Appeal Regulations, 2014), which prescribe the appeal procedure to be followed.
Kindly include a copy of this document {National Appeal Regulations, 2014) with the letter of notification to
interested and affected parties in this matter.

Should any person wish to lodge an appeal against this decision, he/she must submit the appeal to the appeal
administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the applicant, any registered interested and affected party, and any
organ of state with interest in the matter within twenty (20) days from the date that the notification of the decision
was sent to the registered interested and affected parties by the applicant; or the date that the notification of the
decision was sent to the applicant by the Department, whichever is applicable.

Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to:
The Director: Appeals and Legal Review of this Department at the below mentioned addresses.

By email: appeals@dffe.gov.za
By hand: Environment House
473 Steve Biko Road
Arcadia
PRETORIA
0083 or
By post: Private Bag X447
PRETORIA
0001

Please note that in terms of Section 43(7) of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998,
as amended, the lodging of an appeal will suspend the environmental authorisation or any provision or condition
attached thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged, you may not commence with the activity until such
time that the appeal is finalised.

To obtain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit the
Department’s website at https:/iwww.dffe.gov.za/documents/forms#legal_authorisations or request a copy of the
documents at appeals@dffe.gov.za

Yours faithfully

Dr Sabelo Mafaza-,
Chief Direcfor: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Departmerif of Fafestry, Fisheries and the Environment

Date: 91 /7;10‘;_5/

| cc. | Robyn Thomson | SLR Consulting (South Africal Pty Ltd | Email: rthomson & slrconsulting.com

Batho pele- putting pecple first

nJ



