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2D Nautica Building

The Water Club

Beach Road

GRANGER BAY

8005

Telephone Number:  (021) 421 9764
Email Address: naos@solagroup.co.za

PER EMAIL
Dear Mr Haw

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS
AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR
VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE

The Environmental Authorisation (EA) issued for the abovementioned application by this Department on
09 May 2023, the amendments to the EA dated 04 October 2024 and 31 January 2025, your application
for amendment received by the Department on 20 June 2025, the acknowledgement letter dated 27 June
2025 and the additional information received on 01 July 2025, refer.

Based on a review of the reason for requesting an amendment to the above EA, this Department, in terms
of Chapter 5 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended, has decided to amend the EA dated 09
May 2023, as amended as follows:

Amendment 1: Amendment to change the holder of the EA

From:

Naos Solar PV Project Three (RF) (Ply) Ltd
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SOUTH AFRICA 2025

Batho pele - putling people first
The processing of personal information by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment is done lawfully and not excessive to
the purpose of precessing in compliance with the POPI Act, any codes of conduct issued by the Information Regulator in terms of the POPI
Act and/or relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards for the processing of personal information of others.
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DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/3/1/27056/AM3

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAQS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE
PROVINCE

To:
Naos Solar PV Project One (RF) (Pty) Lid

Reason for Amendment

The holder of the EA has changed, and this needs to be reflected in the EA. The amendment is to ensure
the correctness of the EA for Financial Close.

Amendment 2: Amendment to reduce the development footprint size

From:

550ha

To:

160ha

Reason for Amendment

The facility size has been reduced based on optimised engineering design and land-owner requests. As
aresult, two property portions have been removed from the application and the size of the facility reduced.
The reduced area falls within the previously assessed area. The project hectares need to be updated on
the EA to reflect this reduction. As part of the Financial Close process, which is underway, it is important
that all project information and documentation is correct, which includes the EA depicting the coordinates

and facility layout.

Amendment 3: Amendment to update properties and SG21 codes

The 21 Digit Surveyor General codes and property description on page 08 of the EA._as amended is
hereby amended to exclude properties and 21 Digit Surveyor General codes:

From:

- Portion 2 of the Farm Waterford No 573 - F03600000000057300002
-Remaining Extent of the Farm Cifferviei No 6 - FO3600000000000600000
-Portion 1 La Reys Kraal Zui No 165 - F036000000000165001

To:

-Portion 2 of the Farm Waterford No 573 - FO3600000000057 300002

Reason for Amendment

The facility size has been reduced based on optimised engineering design and land-owner requests. As
a result, two property portions have been removed from the application and the size of the facility reduced.

The reduced area falls within the previously assessed area. The correct properties need to be updated
on the EA to ensure the correctness of information which is required for Financial Close.

Batho pele- putting people first



DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12116/3/3/1/2705/AM3
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 08 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAQS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MCQHAKA LCCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE

PROVINCE

Amendment 4: Amendment to the activity's descriptions on pages 3. 4. 5, 6, 7 of the EA

From:

- Activity number
Listing Notice 1, Activity 11:
The development of facilities or infrastructure
for the transmission and distribution of
electricity-
{i) Outside urban areas or industrial complexes
with a capagcity of more than 33 but less than
275 kilovolts.

_ Activity description

The proposed photovoltaic solar facility wili transmit
and distribute electricity of 132 kilovolts outside an
urban area. The infrastructure for the distribution of
electricity will include an on-site facility substation
(33kV/132kV), collector substation(33kV/132kV},
internal power lines (33kV/132kV) and a main
overhead power line {33kV/132kV) that will connect
the facility directly into the existing 132/400kV
Mercury Main Transmission Substation (MTS).

Listing Notice 1. Activity 12:

The development of-

(ii) infrastructure or structures with a physical
footprint of 100 square meters or more,

(a) within a watercourse,

(c) within 32 meters of a watercourse,
measured from the edge of a watercourse.

Listing Notice 1._Activity 14:
The development and related operation of
facilities or infrastructure, for the storage, or for
the storage and handling, of a dangerous
good, where such storage occurs in containers
with a combined capacity of 80 cubic metres or
. more but not exceeding 500 cubic metres.
Listing Notice 1_Activity 19;
The infilling or depositing of any material of
more than 10 cubic metres into, or the
dredging, excavation, removal or moving of soil
sand, shells, shell grit, pebbles or rock of more
than 10 cubic meters from a watercourse.

Listing Notice 1. Activity 24[iil

The development of a road-

(i} with reserve wider than 13,5 meters, or
where no reserve exists where the road is
wider than 8 meters.

Batho pele- putting people first

The unchanneled valley bottom wettands are present
within all six gnd connection corridors under
assessment. Some of the power line pylons
associated with the line may be located either within
32 meters or within the feature itself and will have a
footprint of more than 100 square meters. The service
road associated with the power line will also need io

| cross the watercourse.

The proposed development will need to develop
infrastructure for the storage and handling of
dangerous goods (diesel and oils) in containers with
combined capacity of 80 cubic metres. The capacity
will not exceed 500 cubic metres.

The two unchanneled valley bottom wetlands are
present within all six grid connection corridors under
assessment. Some of the power line pylons
associated with the line may be located either within
32 meters or within the feature itself and will have a
footprint of more than 100 square meters. The service
road associated with the power line will also need to
cross the watercourse. Therefore, excavation and
removal of soil will be undertaken from the surface

| water features of up to 30 cubic meters.

The internal roads will vary between 8 and 12 meters
in width. Internal access roads will be up to 12m in
width. The main access road providing direct access
to the project will be up to 8m wide.
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DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2705/AM3

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED CN 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAOS SOLAR PY PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LCCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE

PROVINCE B
Listing Notice 1, Activity 28(i):
Residential, mixed, retail, commercial,

industrial or institutional developments where
such land was used for agriculture, game
farming, equestrian purposes or afforestation
on or after 01 April 1998 and where such
development:
(if) will occur outside an urban area, where the
total land to be developed is bigger than 1
hectare. —
Listing Notice 1. Activity 56 (iil:
The widening of a read by more than 6 metres,
or the lengthening of a road by more than 1
| kilometre
(i} where no reserve exists, where the existing
| road is wider than 8 metres.
| Listing Notice 2
Listing Notice 2_Activity 1:
The development of facilities or infrastructure
for the generation of electricity from a
renewable resource where the electricity
output is 20 mepawatts or more.
Listing Notice 2 Activity 15:
The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or
more of indigenous vegetation.

Listing Notice 3 N

Listing Notice 3_Activity 4:

The development of a road wider than 4 metres
with a reserve less than 13,5 metres

(b} in the Free State-

(i) outside urban areas and within:

(bb) National Protected Area Expansion
Strategy,

(ee) critical biodiversity areas as identified in
systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the
competent authority or in bioregional plans and
(gg) areas within 10 kilometres from national
parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres
from any other protected area identified in
terms of NEMPAA or from the core areas of a
biosphere reserve, excluding disturbed areas.

Batho pele- putting people first

- will be up to 300 hectares.

The portions of the affected property have been used
for grazing and crop production and the property will
be re-zoned fo “special’ use for the proposed
development. The development footprint of the Naos
Solar PV Project Two will be up to 300 hectares in
extent.

The existing access to the affected property will need
to be widened by more than 6 metres. It is expected
that only certain sections of the road will need to be
upgraded, where relevant.

The proposed photovoltaic solar facility will generate
up to 200 megawatts electricity through the use of a
renewable resource.

The site falls within the Vaal-Vet Sandy Grassland
which is described by Mucina and Rutherford (2006)
as ‘endangered’. Activity 15 is friggered since
portions of the site have not been lawfully disturbed
during the preceding ten years; therefore, more than
20 hectares of indigenous vegetation will be removed.
The development footprint of the solar power plant

The internal roads will vary between 8 and 12 meters
in width. Internal access roads will be up to 12m in
width. The main access road providing direct access
to the project will be up to 8m wide.

The project falls outside of an urban area and located
within a priority focus area of the National Protected
Areas Expansion Strategy and a portion of the site
and development area is located within a CBA1 as
identified in the Free State 2015 Biodiversity Plan.
The project is located within 5km of two protected
areas in terms of NEMPAA, known as Mispha Game
Farm located approximately 1.8km west and the
Bushbaby Private Nature Reserve located
approximately 3.1km northeast of the proposed

| development as per the South Africa Protected Area

I



DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2705/AM3

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENCED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE

PROVINCE

Listing Notice 3. Activity 10:
The development and related operation of
facilities or infrastructure for the storage, or
storage and handling of a dangerous good,
where such storage occurs in containers with a
combined capacity of 30 but not exceeding 80
cubic metres,
{b} in the Free State-
(i) outside urban areas and within,
(bb}) National Protected Area Expansion
Strategy,
(ee) Critical Biodiversity Areas as identified in
systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the
competent authority or in bioregional plans,
(ag) areas within 10 kilometres from national
parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres
from any other protected area identified in
terms of NEMPAA or from the core areas of a
biosphere reserve, excluding disturbed areas,
and
(hh) Areas within a watercourse or wetland, or
within 100 metres from the edge of a
watercourse or wetland.
Listing Notice 3, Activity 12;
The clearance of an area of 300 square metres
or more of indigenous vegetation.
(b} in the Free State-
(i) within any critically endangered or
endangered ecosystem listed in terms of
section 52 of the NEMBA or prior to the
publication of such a list, within an area that
has been identified as critically endangered in
the National Spatial Biodiversity Assessment
2004,
(ii) within critical biodiversity areas identified in
bioregional plans, and
{iv) areas within a watercourse or wetland; or
within - 100 metres from the edge of
| watercourse or wettand.
Listing Notice 3. Activity 14:
| The development of-
(ii) infrastructure or structures with a physical
| footprint of 10 square metres or more where
such development occurs,
{a) within a watercourse; or
{c) if no development setback has been
adopted, within 32 metres of a watercourse,
measured from the edoe of a watercourse,

Batho pele- putting people first

Database of the Department of Forestry, Fisheries

| and the Environment.

The proposed development will need to develop
infrastructure for the storage and handling of
dangerous goods (diesel and oils) in containers with
combined capacity of 80 cubic metres. The capacity
will not exceed 500 cubic metres.

The project is located outside of an urban area and
falls within a priority focus area of the National
Protected Areas Expansion Strategy and a portion of
the site and development area is located within a
CBA1 as identified in the Free State 2015 Biodiversity
Plan.

The site is located within the Vaal-Vet Sandy
Grassland vegetation type which are described by
Mucina and Rutherford {2006) as ‘endangered’. The
development footprint of the solar power plant will be
up to 300 hectares. Furthermore, a portion of the site
and development area is located within a CBA1 as
identified in the Free State 2015 Biodiversity Plan.

Two Exorheic depression wetlands (artificial dam) are
located within the site and within 100m of the
development footprint of the Naos Solar PV Project
Two.

The two unchanneled valley bottom wetlands are
present within all six grid connection corridors under
assessment. Some of the power line pylons
associated with the line may be located either within
32 meters or within the feature itself and will have a
footprint of more than 100 square meters. The service
road associated with the power line will also need to
cross the watercourse.

/A



DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2706/AM3
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NADS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE

PROVINCE

(b} Free State Province-
(i) outside urban areas,
(ffy Critical biodiversity areas or ecosystem
service areas as identified in systematic
biodiversity plans adopted by the competent
authority or in bioregional plans, and

{hh) Areas within 10 kilometres from national
parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres
from any other protected area identified in
terms of NEMPAA or from the core area of a
biosphere reserve.

The project is located outside of an urban area. A
portion of the site and development area is located
within a CBA1 as identified in the Free State 2015
Biodiversity Plan.

Listing Notice 3_Activity 18;
The widening of a road by more than 4 metres,
or the lengthening of a road by more than 1
kilometre.

(b) in the Free State-

(i) outside urban areas,

(bb) National Protected Area Expansion
Strategy,

(ee) Critical biodiversity areas as identified in
systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the
competent authority or in bioregional plans,
(ga) areas within 10 kilometres from national
parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres
from any other protected area identified in
terms of NEMPAA or from the core areas of a
biosphere reserve, excluding disturbed areas,
and

(hh) Areas within a watercourse or wetland; or
within 100 metres from the edge of a
watercourse or wetland.

To:
| Activity number
Listing Notice 1, Activity 12:
The development of-
(ii) infrastructure or structures with a physical
footprint of 100 square meters or more,
{a) within a watercourse,
{c) within 32 meters of a watercourse,
' measured from the edae of a watercourse.

' Activity description

The existing access to the affected property will need
to be widened by more than 6 metres. It is expected
that only certain sections of the road will need to be
upgraded, where relevant.

The project is located outside of an urban area, within
a priority focus area of the National Protected Areas
Expansion Strategy and a portion of the site and
development area is located within a CBA1 as
identified in the Free State 2015 Biodiversity Plan.

The service road or internal roads associated the PV
facility will also need to cross the watercourse.

Listing Notice 1. Activity 14:

The development and related operation of‘

facilities or infrastructure, for the storage, or for
the storage and handling, of a dangerous
good, where such storage occurs in containers
with a combined capacity of 80 cubic metres or
more but not exceeding 500 cubic metres.

Batho pele- putting people first

The proposed development will need to develop
infrastructure for the storage and handling of |
dangerous goods (diesel and oils) in containers with
combined capacity of 80 cubic metres. The capacity
will not exceed 500 cubic metres.



DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2705/AM3

AMENDMENT QF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE

PROVINCE
Listina Notice 1. Activity 19:
The infilling or depositing of any material of
more than 10 cubic metres into, or the
dredging, excavation, removal or moving of soil
sand, shells, shell grit, pebbles or rock of more
" than 10 cubic meters from a watercourse.
Listing Notice 1, Activity 24ii)
The development of a road-
(i) with reserve wider than 13,5 meters, or
where no reserve exists where the road is
wider than 8 meters.
Listing Notice 1. Activity 28[iil:
Residential, mixed, retail, commercial,
industrial or institutional developments where
such tand was used for agricuiture, game
farming, equestrian purposes or afforestation
on or after 01 April 1998 and where such
development:
(ii) will occur outside an urban area, where the
total land to be developed is bigger than 1
hectare.
Listina Notice 1. Activity 56 [ii:
The widening of a road by more than 6 metres,
or the lengthening of a road by more than 1
kilometre
(i) where no reserve exists, where the existing
| road is wider than 8 metres.
Listing Notice 2 B
Listing Notice 2, Activity 1:
The development of facilities or infrastructure
for the generation of electricity from a
renewable resource where the electricity
output is 20 megawatts or more.
Listing Notice 2, Activity 15:
The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or
more of indigenous vegetation.

' Listing Notice 3
Listing Notice 3. Activity 4:
The development of a road wider than 4 metres
with a reserve less than 13,5 metres
(b) in the Free State-
li) outside urban areas and within:

Batho pele- putling people first

The service road or internal roads associated the PV
facifify will_also need fo cross the watercourse.
Therefore. excavation and removal of soil will be
undertaken from the surface water features of up to

| 4120 cubic metres.

_ to the project will be up to 8m wide.

The internal roads will vary between 8 and 12 meters
in width. Internal access roads will be up to 12m in
width. The main access road providing direct access

The portions of the affected property have been used
for grazing and crop production and the property will
be re-zoned to “special’ use for the proposed
development. The development footprint of the Naos
Solar PV Project Two will be up fo 160 hectares in
extent.

The existing access to the affected property will need
to be widened by more than 6 metres. It is expected
that only certain sections of the road will need to be
upgraded, where relevant.

The proposed photovoltaic solar facility will generate
up to 200 megawatts electricity through the use of a
renewable resource.

The site falls within the Vaal-Vet Sandy Grassland
which is described by Mucina and Rutherford {2006)
as ‘endangered and vulnerable’. Activity 15 is
triggered since portions of the site have not been
lawfully disturbed during the preceding ten vyears;
therefore, more than 20 hectares of indigenous
vegetation will be removed. The development
footprint of the solar power plant will be up to 760
hectares.

The internal roads will vary between 8 and 12 meters
in width. Internal access roads will be up to 12m in
width. The main access road providing direct access

 to the project will be up to 8m wide.

/A



DFFE REFERENGCE: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2705/AM3

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAQS SOLAR PV PRCJECT TWO NEAR VILJCENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE
PROVINCE

(bb) National Protected Area Expansion‘

Strategy,

(ee) critical biodiversity areas as identified in
systematic bicdiversity plans adopted by the
competent authority or in bioregional plans and
{gg) areas within 10 kilometres from national
parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres
from any other protected area identified in
terms of NEMPAA or from the core areas of a
biosphere reserve, excluding disturbed areas.

Listing Notice 3, Activity 10:

The development and related operation of

facilities or infrastructure for the storage, or

storage and handling of a dangerous good,

where such storage occurs in containers with a
combined capacity of 30 but not exceeding 80
cubic metres,

(b} in the Free State-

(i) outside urban areas and within,

(bb) National Protected Area Expansion

Strategy,

(ee) Critical Biodiversity Areas as identified in

systematic bicdiversity plans adopted by the

competent authority or in bioregional plans,

(gg) areas within 10 kilometres from national

parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres
from any other protected area identified in

terms of NEMPAA or from the core areas of a

biosphere reserve, excluding disturbed areas,

and

(hh) Areas within a watercourse or wetland, or

within 100 metres from the edge of a
| watercourse or wetland.

Listing Notice 3, Activity 12:

The clearance of an area of 300 square metres
or more of indigenous vegetation.

(b} in the Free State-

(i} within any critically endangered or

endangered ecosystem listed in terms of

section 52 of the NEMBA or prior to the

publication of such a list, within an area that

has been identified as critically endangered in
the National Spatial Biodiversity Assessment
2004,

(ii) within critical biodiversity areas identified in
bioregional plans, and

Batho pele- putting people first

| Two.

The project falls outside of an urban area and located
within a priority focus area of the National Protected
Areas Expansion Strategy and a portion of the site
and development area is located within a CBA1 as
identified in the Free State 2015 Bicdiversity Plan.
The project is located within Skm of two protected
areas in terms of NEMPAA, known as Mispha Game
Farm located approximately 1.8km west and the
Bushbaby Private Nature Reserve located
approximately 3.1 km northeast of the proposed
development as per the South Africa Protected Area
Database of the Department of Forestry, Fisheries

- and the Environment.

The proposed development wili need to develop
infrastructure for the storage and handling of
dangerous goods (diesel and oils) in containers with
combined capacity of 80 cubic metres. The capacity
will not exceed 500 cubic metres.

The project is located cutside of an urban area and
falls within a priority focus area of the National
Protected Areas Expansion Strategy and a portion of
the site and development area is located within a
CBA1 as identified in the Free State 2015 Biodiversity
Plan.

The site is located within the Vaal-Vet Sandy
Grassland vegetation type which are described by
Mucina and Rutherford (2006) as ‘endangered’. The
development footprint of the solar power plant will be
up to 160 hectares. Furthermore, a portion of the site
and development area is located within a CBA? as
identified in the Free State 2015 Biodiversity Plan.

An exorheic depression wetlands (artificial dam) are
located within the site and within 100m of the
development footprint of the Naos Solar PV Project

)/n)



DFFE REFERENCE; 14/12/16/3/311/27C5/AM3
AMENCMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAQS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJIOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOGQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE
PROVINCE

(iv) areas within a watercourse or wetland; or
within - 100 metres from the edge of
watercourse or wetland.
Listing Notice 3_Activity 14:
The development of- The infernal roads associated with the proiect wilf also
(it} infrastructure or structures with a physical | need fo cross the watercourse.
footprint of 10 square metres or more where
such development occurs, The project is located outside of an urban area. A
(a) within a watercourse; or portion of the site and development area is located
(c) if no development setback has been | within a CBAT as identified in the Free State 2015
adopted, within 32 metres of a watercourse, | Biodiversity Plan.
measured from the edge of a watercourse,
(b} Free State Province-
{i) outside urban areas,
{ffy Critical biodiversity areas or ecosystem
service areas as identified in systematic
biodiversity plans adopted by the competent
authority or in bioregional plans, and
{hh} Areas within 10 kilometres from national
parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres
from any other protected area identified in
terms of NEMPAA or from the core area of a
| biosphere reserve.
Listing Notice 3, ftem 18:
The widening of a road by more than 4 metres, | The existing access to the affected property will need
or the lengthening of a road by more than 1 | to be widened by more than 6 metres. 1t is expected
kilometre. that only certain sections of the road will need to be
(b} in the Free State- upgraded, where relevant.
(i) outside urban areas,
(bb) National Protected Area Expansion | The project is located outside of an urban area, within
Strategy, a priority focus area of the National Protected Areas
(ee) Critical biodiversity areas as identified in | Expansion Strategy and a portion of the site and
systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the | development area is located within a CBA1 as
competent authority or in bioregional plans, identified in the Free State 2015 Biodiversity Plan.
(gg) areas within 10 kilometres from national
parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres
from any other protected area identified in
terms of NEMPAA or from the core areas of a
biosphere reserve, excluding disturbed areas,
and
{hh} Areas within a watercourse or wetland; or
within 100 metres from the edge of a
| watercourse or wetland.

Reason for amendment

Due to the removal of the powerline, substation and reduction of the facility, certain listed activities are
no longer triggered or required from the original EA. As such, these are being updated to reflect the
correct activities that will take place during construction and operation. As part of the Financial Close

Batho pele- putling pecple first



DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/3/11/2705/AM3

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATICN ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAOS SOLAR PV PRCJECT TWC NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MCQHAKA LCCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE
PROVINCE

process, which is underway, all project information and documentation must be correct, which includes
the EA depicting the coordinates and facility layout.

Amendment 5: Amendment to the position of the infrastructure (i.e., coordinates) of the EA

The coordinates on page 08 and 09 of the EA _as amended are hereby amended:

From:

 Noas Solar Project Two 200 MW

Project Site (development footprint of  Longitude Latitude
300ha) | 3
A | 26° 57 59.352" S | 26°52'2.603"E B
B - 126°567'59.173"S | 26°52'14.531"E
C | 26°58'2.597" S | 26°52'22.619"E
D 26°59'31.088" S | 26°52'24.636" £
E 26° 59'31.627" S | 26°51'41.755"E
F 26°59'9.637" S | 26°51'31.040" E ]
G | 26°59'11.082" S | 26° 52'18.570"E
H | 26°59'5.495" S ' 26°52'23.020"E |
I | 26°58'56.302" S | 26°52'4.617"E
J | 26°58'53.056"S | 26°51'36.100"E
K | 26° 58'44.946" S | 26°51'37.922"E
L - 26° 58'37.197" S | 26°51'43.384"E
M | 26°58'33.772" S | 26°51'37.924"E
Battery Energy Storage System ) _
1 | 26°58'28.914"S 26° 01" 14.073"E
2 26° 58'30.887" S 26°51'13.818"E

| 26°58'31.313"S

26°51'17.921"E

4 26° 56'29.340" S 26°51'18.176"E
- On-site Substation (IPP) - -
A B | 26°58'21.661"S | 26°51'18.532"E
B | 26°58'21.988" S 26°51'21.684"E B
Cc | 26°58'25.216" S 26° 51'21.266"E
D 26°58'24.868"S 26°51'16.115"E o
On-site Substation (Eskom)
E B | 26°58'24.793" S | 26°51'14.050"E
F | 26°58'28.022" S 26°51'13.651"E
G B 26° 58'25.541" S | 26°51'21.254"E
H 26° 58" 28.771" S 26° 51'20.855" E
To.

| ZOOI'EIVVN_aos Solar PV Project Two

Project Site (development footprint of | Longitude Latitude

' 300ha) | |

A | 26°57'56.82"S 26°52'4 31"E
B 26°582.39"S | 26°52'22.39"E

Batho pele- putting pecple first
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DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2705/AM3

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATICN ISSUED ON 0§ MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAQS SOLAR PY PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE
PROVINCE

| C 26°58'47.47"S | 26°52'23.36'E
D 26°58'61.19"S | 26°51'36.66'E
| E 26°58'44.47"S 26°51'38.12'E
F - 26°58'37.19'S | 26°51'43.56'E
G 26°58'33.82"S  26°5137.79'E
 Battery Energy Storage System _ _ -
1 = - 26°568'24.43"S  26°61'44.35'E
| 2 | 26°58'24.43"S 26°5149.27'E
| 3 - 26°58'29.01"S 26°51'49.27"E
4 | 26°68'29.00"S | 26°57'41.07°E

Reason for amendment:

Based on the engineering design and optimisation as well as the reduced facility size, the Naos 2 Facility
is being constructed together with the Naos 1 PV Facility (EA Ref. 14/12/12/16/3/3/1/2698AM1) which
has an authorised IPP and Eskom Substation which will be used to evacuate the power generated from
both Naos 1 and Naos 2 to the Eskom Grid at the Mercury Substation. As such, this facility does not
require an additional IPP and Eskom Substation, and thus this has been removed from the project
description.

Amendment 6: Amendment to change the specifications of the EA

The list of associated infrastructure on page 09 and 10 of the EA. as amended are hereby amended:

From:

The associated infrastructure will include the following
o PV Panel Array.
Site clearing and preparation and civif works.
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) (~4.5GWh)
Inverters (between panels or together in laydown area)
Connection to the grid
On-site Substation (IPP); up to 50 000m?
On-site Substation (Eskom). up to 60 000m?
+ Electrical reticulation network- An internal electrical reticulation network will be required and
will be fain ~1-4m underground as far as practically possible.
s Supporting Infrastructure — The following auxiliary buildings with basic services including water and
electricity will be required on site:
- Operations & Maintenance Building / Office (~1ha).
- Switch gear and relay room (~800m?).
- Staff lockers and changing room {(~200m?),
- Security control (~60m?),
- Permanent Laydown Area (~10ha), and
- Temporary batching plant
e  Road (upgrading of existing road where is required).
e fencing

Batho pele- putling people first
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DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/311/2705/AM3

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 03 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKRCON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE
PROVINCE

To:
The associated infrastructure will include the following
e PV Panel Array.
Site cleating and preparation and civil Works.
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) (~9.1GWh]
inverters (between panels or together in laydown area)
Connection to the grid
* Electrical reficulation network- an internal electrical reticulation network will be required and
will be fain ~1-4m underground as far as practically possible.
e Supporting Infrastructure - the following auxfliary buitdings with basic services including water and
electricity will be required on site:
- Operations & Maintenance Building / Office (~1ha).
Switch gear and relay room (~800m2).
Staff lockers and changing room {(~200m?).
Security control (~60m2),
Permanent Laydown Area (~10ha); and
Temporary batching plant
Road (upgrading of existing road where is required).
Fencing

Reason for amendment:

The BESS output needs to increase following further engineering assessments undertaken in preparation
of reaching Financial Close of the project. Although the volume has increased, the physical footprint and
AC output of the BESS have not changed from what was originally authorised. The volume is based on
the supplier of the BESS and how the container BESS is compiled off-site. BESS AC output is not a
specified listed activity, and the footprint falls within the approved and assessed total layout of 160
hectares.

Following further engineering investigations, an additional warehouse is needed. The warehouse area
will falt within the approved and assessed total layout of 160 hectares.

Amendment 7: Technical details of the PV Facility table on page 10 and 11 of the EA as amended,
are hereby amended

From:

Technical details of the PV Facility:

| Component | Description/ Dimensions i
| Height of PV panefs - | Up to 3 meters .
Area of PV Array Naos Solar PV Project Two: up to 300ha
. - | [Development Footorintl.

Number of inverters required Number of String inverters: up to 1000

. 3 | Number of Central inverters: up to 60
Area occupied by inverter/ transformer | String inverters (per item): 1m2.
stations/ substations. Central Inverters (per item): 20m7

Batho pele- putting people first
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DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2705/AM3

AMENDMENT OF THE ENYIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 03 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FCR THE DEVELCPMENT OF
THE NAOS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKRCON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE
PRCVINCE

Transformers (per item): 20m? (included in the on-site
substation).

On-site Substation (IPP}: up to 50 000m?2.

On-site Substation (Eskom). up to 60 000m>.

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Approximately 6ha
| - 4.5GWh
. Export capacity . 200MW o
| Capacity of the on-site substation (IPP] 33kV/ 132kV
| Capacity of the on-site substation (Eskom| 33kV/ 132kY
 Capacity of the power fine 33kV/ 132kV

Area occupied by both permanent and | Approximately 10ha.
construction laydown areas a
Area occupied by buildings o Operations & Maintenance Building / Office
{~1ha).
o Swifch gear and relay room (~800m?).
o Staff lockers and changing room (~200m?).
e Security control (~60m?)

Length of internal roads up to 50km

Width of internal roads | upto 12m

Length of internal power lines to connect the | Naos Solar PV Project Two: up to 6km.
- collector substations

Grid connection corridor width _: 200m.
| Grid connection corridor fength- for main powEr | Power Line Alterative 1B (technically preferred)- up
| line connecting to the Mercury MTS. | to 8km.
Power line servitude width | Up to 32m
' Height of fencing ' Approximately 3 meters
To:

Technical details of the PV Facility:

' Component Description/ Dimensions
| Height of PV panels | Uplo3meters

Area of PV Array Naos Solar PV Project Two: up to 160ha |

(Development Footprint).

Number of String inverters: up to 1500

_ . Number of Central inverters: up to 60
Area occupied by inverter/ transformer | String inverters (per item): Tm?.

Number of inverters required

stations/ substations. Central Inverters (per item): 20m2.
Transformers (per item); 20m? (included in the on-site
_ - | substation. |
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Approximately 6ha
_ | 9.1GWh .
Export capacity 200MW

Area occupied by both permanent and " Approximately 10ha.
construction faydown areas

Batho pele- putiing people first
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DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12116/3/31/2705/AM3
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAOS SCOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE

PROVINCE
Length of internal roads up to 50km
Width of internal road's up to 12m
Length of internal power lines to connect the | Naos Solar PV Project Two: up fo 6km.
coflector substations
Height of fencing Approximately 3 meters

Reason for amendment:

Based on the engineering design and optimisation as well as the reduced facility size, the Naos 2 Facility
is being constructed together with the Naos 1 PV Facility (EA Ref: 14/12/12/16/3/3/1/2698AM1) which
has an authorised IPP and Eskom Substation which will be used to evacuate the power generated from
both Naos 1 and Naos 2 to the Eskom Grid at Mercury Substation. As such, this facility does not require
an additional IPP and Eskom Substation, and thus, this has been removed from the project description.

Amendment 8: Amendment to the layout plan of the EA as amended

Update of the project fayout plan to show the reduced development area

The layout plan is hereby amended to the layout plan under Layout Map 2, drawing number NAOS1-1.2
Revision Number P2 dated 18.07.2025.

From:

Batho pele- putting people first
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DFFE REFERENCE: 14/12116/3/3/1/2705/AM3
AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELCPMENT OF
THE NAQS SOLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOQHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE
PROVINCE
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Reason for amendment:

The facility size has been reduced based on optimised engineering design and land-owner requests. As
a result, two property portions have been removed from the application and the size of the facility reduced.
The reduced area falls within the previously assessed area. Based on the engineering design and
optimisation as well as the reduced facility size, the Naos 2 Fagility is being constructed together with the
Naos 1 PV Facility (EA Ref: 14/12/12/16/3/3/1/2698AM1) which has an authorised IPP and Eskom
Substation which will be used to evacuate the power generated from both Naos 1 and Naos 2 to the
Eskom Grid at Mercury Substation. As such, this facility does not require an additional IPP and Eskom
Substation, and thus this has been removed from the layout. The layout map has been updated to reflect
the redacted facility size, the removal of the Substation and powerlines, and reflect the correct properties.

This proposed amendment letter must be read in conjunction with the EA dated 09 May 2023, as
amended.

In terms of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, 2000 (Act No. 3 of 2000}, you are entitled to the
right to fair, lawful and reasonable administrative action; and to written reasons for administrative action
that affects you negatively. Further your attention is drawn to the provisions of the Protection of Personal
Information Act, 2013 {Act No. 4 of 2013) which stipulates that the Department should conduct itself in a
responsible manner when collecting, processing, storing and sharing an individual or another entity’s
personal information by holding the Department accountable should the Department abuses or
compromises your personal information in any way.

In terms of Regulation 4(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended
(the EIA Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing
and within fourteen (14) days of the date of the decision, of the Department's decision as well as the
provisions regarding the submission of appeals that are contained in the Regulations.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 2 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107
of 1998) National Appeal Regulations published under Government Notice R5985 in Government

Batho pele- putting people first
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CFFE REFERENCE: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2705/AM3

AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 09 MAY 2023, AS AMENDED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE NAQS SCLAR PV PROJECT TWO NEAR VILJOENSKROON WITHIN THE MOGHAKA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE
PROVINCE

Gazette No. 52269 dated 13 March 2025 (National AppeaI_Regulations, 2025), which prescribe the
appeal procedure to be followed. Kindly include a copy of this document (National Appeal Regulations,
2025} with the letter of notification to interested and affected parties in this matter.

Should any person wish to lodge an appeal against this decision, hefshe must submit the appeal to the
appeal administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the applicant, any registered interested and affected
party, and any organ of state with interest in the matter within twenty (20) days from the date that the
notification of the decision was sent to the registered interested and affected parties by the applicant; or
the date that the notification of the decision was sent to the applicant by the Department, whichever is
applicable.

Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to:
The Director: Appeals and Legal Review of this Department at the below mentioned addresses.
By email: appeals@dffe.gov.za

By hand: Environment House
473 Steve Biko Road
Arcadia
PRETORIA
0083 or

By post: Private Bag X447
PRETORIA
0001

Please note that in terms of Section 43(7) of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107
of 1998, as amended, the lodging of an appeal will suspend the environmental authorisation or any
provision or condition attached thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged, you may not
commence with the activity until such time that the appeal is finalised.

To obtain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit the
Department's website at https:/fwww.dffe.gov.za/documents/forms#legal_authorisations or request a
copy of the documents at appeals@dffe.gov.za.

Yours faithfully

Dr Sabelo Walaza
Chief Direttor: Infegrated Environmental Authorisations
Departmént of Forestry, Fisheries & the Environment

Date: 0

| Ms Grace Mkhosana | Free State Departmat: Economic, Small Business | Email: mkhosana@desiea.gov.za
Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs

| Mrs J Masilo | Moghaka Local Municipality | Email: mms@moghaka.gov.za
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